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famous treatise concerning wealth is titled,"On Works and Alms",
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The argum: of the moderate is summed up well in Archelaus'

"Dispu where he says:

rezson with us thus; It is not a

1 tc zive up riches. Well, I

a 004 thing for those who are

of it ' t“e same- time, to enploy riches

i work of righteousness and mercy is & thing as 3
acceptable as if one were to give up the whole at once.

"t‘mf.)

The Psuedo Clementine literature z=lso shows this new slant
to the argumsnt, when it claims that,"some are rich as far as
their choice goes, thouzh poor in actual wealth, and they are

w3l -

4

punished because of their desire to have more. 'he simila-

rity between the Psuedo Clementine literature and Archelaus'

4

argument is this: the focus is not so much on the person's

c
wealth itself, but on his godly heart, and the desires and
haritable practices tha. may flow from this heart. The sine
gqua non of all early church literature concerning property

and wealth, Clement of Alexandria's "Who is the Rich lMan that

Shall be Saved?" is precisely a nmoderate argument to rich men

(who were increasingly becomming a part of the church), comfor-
tinﬂthem ‘het they do not have to abandon all their riches To
join the church, yet they must maintain a Christian attitude.
The essay is in the form of & commentary on Mark's record of

¥

trhe story of the rich young ruler (Mlark 10:17-31). It assuues
that it is harder for a rich man to enter the ‘kingdom of God

throuzh the eye of & needle, and that

<F

than for a camel to ge-
211 things are possible with God, and thus appropriatly seeks
to answer the question, "Who is the rich man that shall be
saved?" In this document Clement maintains that Jesus' injunc-
tion "Sell thy posessions" is not to be taken literally:

He does not, as some conceive off hand, bid him to

throw away tfe DuDS"inc“ he posessed, and abandon his
browlrtv~ but bids him banish from his soul his notions
about bdlth his excitement and morbid feelings about
it, t“e anxietles, which are g“e thorns of existence,
which choke the seed of life.

In this essay, he encourages not the stripping of wealth

o

per se, but the StTlg} ng of the passions for wealth. e con-

i
trasts the rich man who gbandons his wealth, only o be left
ser it; with the rich

rably in went of who desires money

e



no more, but freely

gives to all those in need. Clement views
monej*not that which is good or evil of itself, but as,"mate-
rlhlsand.ln truments which are for good use to those who know
the instrument. w33 “reedom from the slzver: of riches is not
to be found so much in ridding ones self from them , 2as in
beconing master over them. The important factor is what is
borne in a marfs heart: riches or God's 3pirit. Salvation does
not depend on eternal things, but on the virtue of tue soul.34
Clement lets these rich men know that if they can't fleg the
passions without fleeing the money, the money must go.jS He
sums up his argument in this manner:
Let it teach the prosperous that they are not to qenﬁect
their own salvation, as if they had been already fore-
doomed, nor, on the other hand, to cast wealth into the
sea, or to condemn it as a traltor a“d an enemy to life,

put legrn in what way and how to use wealth and obtain
life.3

ST Ao
Clement further exhorts them through quo eégfrom Jesus and
through eulogies about Christ and Love. He speaks of purchasing
immortality for money and exchanging perishing wealth for a
heavenly mansion; and then goes on to show ﬁ%at steps nmust be

o

taken to make right use of wealth. He ly encourages them

nal
to repentance by use c¢f a story of the Apostle John saving &
wicked, backslidden man out of his sin. This document expresses
most clearly the moderate approach, that riches are not to be

ohandoned as evil in themselves, but used as tools of righteous-—

ness. By the use of this moderate approach as well as the
stricter hard line approach the early church educated and
appealed to the brethren using a motif related to the dangers

of wealth.
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Christ's Valu%1are by far the most prominent and importent
motifs in the writings concerning propvert: and wealth. It is

this theme, the value of Christ, which provides the basis for

)
\

O



0]

/

1

b
>3 LT LOwW,

)

o

including

4 o
LLL X

xro

nese

ould

W

£t

ent

A Far +m
» ULl VIl Vi

"~
o

1d

(=4

¥}
<

efp

4

car

£
¢

e
NaX

vy

2

rizes

acte

a

18.X7¢

con

er,"In

1icrete

0}

0 o
0 a)
QO

e V2

ofar
They

o

in

4 m

e e s

1t
e o

x

ior

19}

~+

or

WV

ion

U

P

1

[

C
¢

hn
W
e

5]

1~
I

on wor

e
tl”‘::fcmbl..;e

Sy
-

{

- oK

clor

g

of t

&
b i

5
o

<
o
b

o

aras

W
LRl

re

3
i’

on

€

M
A

%
(=

[Ne




to be content wi

a2s provided by God

than slavery to
ian Cctavius

it is not a penalty
but a glory, "for as ouxr
frugality.

that Zod

Ngav rvid

Cyprian,

serie S, of

bondage of money in his,"Divin

is rich toward Zod can never be poor. If you
i

me to God Witlout any impediment." ™’

from bondag

= Aisaat ad s oA ol s s S
'he Christian handed over his beggarly



——
4 \JV

rich wit

. PR .
e who zives

session, which renders a

cusnes is true riches and the Vord is more valuable

but

easure, not acc

i— riches HWh

N m vy wy
an", Clement

int of the instrucitions

ct

=

o

@
et
|

in the soul from the

18 eterna

=sxhorts

ing them not

a2t we come with

‘u

ious tThat tﬁe early

was truely the

. T o Ya : E . Ga dea
fa.lue N 4 o Wa.S CLLL.A_ e

o




) aer
11Ol C L

f=de

ain

cert

£ MA

hris

worth and

,,,,,,, -
burt

Cyprian sums up the

ﬂege eddi
"TOu

ation,
ving be

o
fwl



ﬁnu
O

T |

arentnes

TS

3

iani

rist

I
|8

(W 4

AV
sl

N
0D}
bl |

/

’

10"
Lao o S ‘

lra

300}

-

fortress

3, %

&

Jelphi

1t510n

|

T PN
Uldi

Wit

!

H

T
R4

{OY

~ 1t

Love

A
A

,

Rapid

d

-

1der R

rey
.

rts (Bu

i 24 (&) [T
o8 - o -~ @
O N = = 0" o
— 3 | LI

i : 0] r—i A
« O -+ +2 O
. (] >

o - o -

4] e £

10

O
i D N
I a8}

e
uOX
n

erl
3

G

i1
b
9
e

C
struc
3 11}
LU
te-Hicene
i

ature

Liters

hristian

o
\sLL




Olement of the Fich an that 3hall be

Saved, in Ante-iicene, VO jo
MY A N= A A 3 e mi TTorryes oy i Y R S 5
Clement of Alexandria),"The Hypotyposes" in inte-Nicene,

Cyprian, Trea e 8,"0On Jorks and Alms" in Ante-Nicene,

g
vol.5,p.482.
19. Commodianus,"Instructions of Commodiznus" in Ante-llicene,

vol.4,pp.208,209,

~

0. Louis Berkhof, The History of Christian Doctrines (Grand

Repids: Baker, 1975), pp.204,205.
21. Hermas, p.3<.
22, Hengel, p. 75.
23, Cyprian,"Cn Alms",p.476.
4. Tbid.,p.477.
Be Ibids.;p:478.
26. fengel,pp.9,48.
7. Commodianus,p.!
28, Cyprian,"Epistl
29, Giordani, p.278.

D

.Archelaus,'"The

in Ante-‘iicene, vol.8,p.311.

Alexandria, "Rich Man",Dp.594.

(U UG B PO OO
R U N
- - - L)
H H Q =
oo 3
e e B
S T = I ¢
- - :‘3 2
H Y o
- - (D
(G2 N o =
O WO H ©
N 5
. ct
].J
¥
]
1S
l,.J
}..J
}.J
o
w

)
AOH
-
-
(@]
=
Q
g
-
\J
U
.

36. Ibid.,p.599.
37. Hengel, p.41l. (c.f. also pp.39,40.)

38, "Clementine Homilies",p.31l.

(OS]
O

Polycarp, p.}@.

40, Yinueius Pelix,"The Octavius of linucius Felix" in Ante-
Jicene, vo0l.4,0.195.

41. Cyprian,"Cn Alms", p.479.

42, Cyprizn,"On the Lapst", p. 440,

Ld

8 T "oy
Cyprian,"On

Lactantius, p.l178.

I
P~
»




.
(0 « .
! e
| o
o4 -
- N .
y o =
> -
) 2
{ IS
= . i
N\ - R
o . )
! -
‘ 5 4
" |




Q

i~
=
o

1 =~ + TT9 e 4 £ MNhiimah ~ t -
l. Berkhof, Zistory of Church Doctrines. fra

1ition-1975.

s
4=

\J1
»

Church.

Daughters of

Expansion of

vol, 19 of The Theological

.ew York:

va

Sy
icene PFathers wvol,l1l-10.

11. Roberts,

Buffalo:
Howard.




